to main content


    






















    
        
        
            
        

        

    






    
    
        
        




    
        
        
        

    

    
        
        

    

    
        
        

    

    
        
        

    







    
    



    
    



    

    
    




    
        
                	
Careers
                
	
E-Alerts
                
	
Contact Us
                


    



    








    

    

    Main Menu
    




    
[image: The Joint Commission]
    





    
        
            
                Our Websites
            
                        
                	
[image: Click here to visit the Joint Commission Resources website]                        
	
[image: Click here to visit the Joint Commission International website]                        
	
[image: Click here to visit the Joint Commission Quality Check website]                        



            

        

    




    

    

    
    
    
    

    


        
        
            
            
            

            
    



    
    
        Search Toggle
    
    
        
            
            

                
                    





    
        
            
            

            

            

            

        

        
    



                

        

    

        








    
    

        
            


    

Login
    



        

    

    





    








    
    



    
    
        
            

    	
                Who We Are
                
                    
                        
                            Close
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                Through leading practices, unmatched knowledge and expertise, we help organizations across the continuum of care lead the way to zero harm.

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                    	
                Who We Work With
                    
                            	
                Our Partnerships
            
	
                Payer Relations
            
	
                State Recognition
            



                    

            
	
                Why Work With Us
            
	
                Facts About The Joint Commission
                    
                            	
                History of The Joint Commission
            
	
                Joint Commission FAQs
            
	
                Board of Commissioners
            
	
                Joint Commission Advisory Groups
            
	
                Quality Check and Quality Reports
            



                    

            
	
                Policies and Financials
                    
                            	
                Code of Conduct
            
	
                Conflict of Interest Policy
            
	
                Designated Copyright Agent Policy
            
	
                Financial Statements
            
	
                Firewall Policy Summary
            
	
                Linking to The Joint Commission Website
            
	
                Reprint Permission Policy
            



                    

            
	
                Federal Relations and Public Policy
            
	
                Joint Commission Officers
                    
                            	
                Jonathan B. Perlin
            
	
                Jean Courtney
            
	
                Ken Grubbs
            
	
                Michael Kaba
            
	
                Leslie Krohn
            
	
                James I. Merlino
            
	
                Jason Miles
            
	
                Kathryn D. Petrovic
            
	
                Kathryn Spates
            
	
                Lisa Steininger
            
	
                Sheela Suresh
            
	
                Lisa Vandecaveye
            



                    

            
	
                Joint Commission Resources
            
	
                Joint Commission International
            



                            

                            


    
                [image: A doctor reviews information on a tablet with a nurse]
    

        
            Who We Work With

            Learn more about the communities and organizations we serve.
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            Why Work With Us

            See how our expertise and rigorous standards can help organizations like yours.
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            How We Can Help

            Learn how working with the Joint Commission benefits your organization and community.
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            Accreditation Guide

            Find the exact resources you need to succeed in your accreditation journey.
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            Health Care Equity

            Our vision is that all people always experience safe, high-quality health care.
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            Sustainability

            The effects of climate change threaten the health of people everywhere. Together we can make a difference.
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            National Patient Safety Goals

            Find out about the current National Patient Safety Goals (NPSGs) for specific programs.
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            FAQs about the Standards

            We help you measure, assess and improve your performance.
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            Measures

            Learn about the development and implementation of standardized performance measures. View them by specific areas by clicking here.
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            Pioneers in Quality

            Gain an understanding of the development of electronic clinical quality measures to improve quality of care. 
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            News & Multimedia

            Stay up to date with all the latest Joint Commission news, blog posts, webinars, and communications.
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            Patient Safety Topics

            We can make a difference on your journey to provide consistently excellent care for each and every patient.
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            Close up view of two professional nurses checking the patient papers in a doctors office.
        

    



Ambulatory Care Accreditation and Certification Options
Whether yours is a small surgery center or a network of group practices, you’ll find Joint Commission accreditation or certification programs that can help your organization meet its quality and business objectives. 


Download the overview
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Accreditation Options
Below are just some of the larger ambulatory care settings The Joint Commission accredits.

	 See the complete list



Advanced Imaging Services Accreditation

Suppliers furnishing the technical component (TC) of advanced imaging services must be accredited by a CMS-designated accrediting organization for Medicare Part B payments to be made under the Physician Fee Schedule. CMS named The Joint Commission a designated accreditation organization to help advanced imaging services meet diagnostic imaging safety, reliability, clarity and accuracy standards.

	Learn more about Advanced Imaging Services Accreditation

	Compliance checklist for imaging standards

 

Ambulatory Surgery Center Accreditation

Ambulatory Care accreditation applies to organizations with “health care occupancy,” providing care to four or more individuals at the same time, who are either rendered incapable of self-preservation in an emergency or are undergoing general anesthesia. 

	Learn more about Ambulatory Surgery Center Accreditation

Community Health Center Accreditation

Human Resources & Services Administration/Bureau of Primary Health Care (HRSA/BPHC) encourages health centers to undergo comprehensive accreditation processes to support the achievement of national benchmarks and demonstrate the highest standards of health care quality. A comprehensive accreditation survey process provides structure and resources to guide and inspire health centers to provide safe care and deliver high quality outcomes.

	Learn more about Community Health Center Accreditation

Corporate Advantage for Ambulatory Care Accreditation

A program designed for multi-facility organizations, Corporate Advantage provides an objective foundation for data-driven action plans to achieve corporate quality and safety benchmarks to address the unique management and oversight needs of multi-facility corporation leaders.

	Learn more about Corporate Advantage for Ambulatory Care Accreditation

Deemed Status for Ambulatory Surgery Centers Accreditation

The Joint Commission is designated by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) as an approved accreditor for ASCs seeking Medicare certification, and can provide accreditation and Medicare certification simultaneously through its survey process. CMS, not The Joint Commission, grants the final decision for Medicare certification.

	Learn more about Deemed Status for Ambulatory Surgery Centers Accreditation



Medical Group Practice Accreditation

Whether you're a part of an organization with a just few or several medical group practice sites, the benefits of seeking Ambulatory accreditation with The Joint Commission are undeniable. By pursuing the gold standard in medical group practice surveys, your organization will enhance and objectively validate its performance reliability; proactively minimize risk areas for your clients, staff and brand; create a performance-focused competitive edge to help boost market share; leverage a vetted framework to grow or expand services; and meet state/federal mandates or eligibility requirements for payers and network providers. All which make the investment worth its weight in gold.

	Learn more about Medical Group Practice Accreditation

Office-Based Surgery Accreditation

Office-Based Surgery Accreditation applies to organizations with “business occupancy,” providing care to three or fewer individuals at the same time, who are either rendered incapable of self-preservation in an emergency or are undergoing general anesthesia.

	Learn more about Office-Based Surgery Accreditation

System Accreditation

Awards a single accreditation decision to an ambulatory “system” composed of a corporate office and multiple sites. Under this option, the main site is visited to assess system-wide policies and functions and then a random sample* of sites are visited to assess the execution of the policies and the delivery of care.

	Learn more about System Accreditation

 

Urgent/Immediate Care Center Accreditation

For any health care setting, attaining Joint Commission accreditation is a proxy for quality. Its robust standards, specifically tailored for Urgent/Immediate Care organizations, help ensure a streamlined approach to safety processes and quality of care across sites. 

	Learn more about Urgent/Immediate Care Accreditation




        

    



    
        

    





    
        
*Note: Sampling process is not applicable to ambulatory care systems who use sedation/anesthesia for invasive or surgical procedures. For these organizations, all sites are surveyed.
        

    

    
        


Certification Options

Primary Care Medical Home Certification

The Joint Commission's Primary Care Medical Home option recognizes organizations providing superior access to primary care for patients and offers the potential for increased reimbursement. Built into the ambulatory on-site accreditation survey, organizations successfully completing this process will be both Joint Commission-accredited and certified as a Primary Care Medical Home.

	Primary Care Medical Home Certification

Orthopedic Certification for Ambulatory Surgery Centers





Joint Commission orthopedic certifications provide structure for programs to improve their patient outcomes and reduce patient risk through clinically proven evidence-based care. Options include core certifications for hip/ knee replacement and spinal surgery and Advanced Certification for Total Hip and Total Knee Replacement (THKR).

	Orthopedic certification program



        

    

    
        


Rely on Our Experts
    If you’re not sure which option best suits your needs, or you’d like help getting started, our team of experts can help. Find out more about our accreditation and certification options.

Ready to get started?

Request a free trialRequest an application

        

    





    
        
        


Ready to Move On?
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Review Accreditation & Certification Options
You've examined your accreditation options and considered what best suits your organization's needs.
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Next Step
Now that you're familiar with the various aspects of accreditation, you're ready to start your application.
Learn the application process
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2023 Ambulatory Care Breakfast Briefings Webinar Series
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IC Made Easy: Your Key to Understanding Infection Prevention and Control, Second Edition
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Root Cause Analysis in Health Care: A Joint Commission Guide to Analysis and Corrective Action of Sentinel and Adverse Events, 7th Edition
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Preventing Coronavirus Transmission in Ambulatory Surgery Centersarrow
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National Cardiovascular Partnersarrow
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Azura Vascular Carearrow
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