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Total Sentinel Events 
Reported by Year

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008



©
C

op
yr

ig
ht

, T
he

 J
oi

nt
 C

om
m

is
si

on

Anesthesia-related Events 
Reported by Year
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Assault/Rape/Homicide Events 
Reported by Year
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Delay in Treatment Events 
Reported by Year

0
10

20
30
40

50
60
70
80

90
100

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

S. E. Alert  # 26

May 2002



©
C

op
yr

ig
ht

, T
he

 J
oi

nt
 C

om
m

is
si

on

Elopement Events 
Reported by Year
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Fires Reported by Year
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Infection-related Events 
Reported by Year
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Maternal Deaths 
Reported by Year
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Medical Equipment Events 
Reported by Year
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Medication Error Events 
Reported by Year
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Op/post-op Complications 
Reported by Year
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Patient Abductions 
Reported by Year
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Patient Fall Events 
Reported by Year
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Perinatal Death/injury Events 
Reported by Year
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Potassium Chloride Deaths by Year
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Restraint-related Events
Reported by Year
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Suicide Events 
Reported by Year
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Transfusion Error Events
Reported by Year
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Unintended Retention of a Foreign 
Object by Year
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Ventilator-related Events 
Reported by Year

0
2

4
6
8

10
12
14
16

18
20

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

S. E. Alert  # 25

February 2002



©
C

op
yr

ig
ht

, T
he

 J
oi

nt
 C

om
m

is
si

on

Wrong-site Surgeries 
Reported by Year
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2007 Top 10
Sentinel Events by Type

18Perinatal death/loss of function
23Death/Injury in Restraints
36Assault/Rape/Homicide
57Fall
57Delay in Treatment
59Medication Error
74Suicide
74Op/Post-op Complication

78Unintended Retention of 
Foreign Body

93Wrong-site surgery
# Reviewed 2007Event



©
C

op
yr

ig
ht

, T
he

 J
oi

nt
 C

om
m

is
si

on

2008 Top 10
Sentinel Events by Type

# reviewed in 2008Event 

23Medical equipment-related
32Perinatal death/loss of function

41Assault/rape/homicide

46Medication error

63Op/post-op complication

60Patient fall

71
Unintended retention of foreign 
body**

82Delay in treatment

102Suicide

116Wrong-site surgery




