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Guidelines for Using Release Notes 
Release Notes 2.5a provide modifications to the Specifications Manual for National Hospital Quality Measures.  The Release Notes are provided as a reference tool 
and are not intended to be used to program abstraction tools.  Please refer to the Specifications Manual for National Hospital Quality Measures for the complete and 
current technical specifications and abstraction information. 
 
The notes are organized to follow the order of the Table of Contents.  Within each topic section, a row represents a change beginning with general changes followed 
by data elements in alphabetical order.  The implementation date is 10-01-2008 unless otherwise specified.  The column headings are described below: 
• Section - used to identify which section(s) listed in the Table of Contents contain the change listed.  The sections are Data Dictionary, Measurement 

Information, Missing and Invalid Data, Population and Sampling Specifications, etc. 
• Impacts - used to identify which portion(s) of the Manual Section is impacted by the change listed.  Examples are Alphabetical Data Dictionary, Measure 

Information Form (MIF) and Flowchart (Algorithm).  The measures that the data element is collected for are identified. 
• Rationale - provided for the change being made.  
• Description of Changes - used to identify the section within the document where the change occurs, e.g., Definition, Data Collection Question, Allowable 

Values, and Denominator Statement - Data Elements.  
NOTE: Additions are blue highlighted in the corresponding document.  

• Page- the beginning page number is from the 2.5a version of the manual 
Data elements that cross multiple measures and contain the same changes will be consolidated into one row.  If those changes do not apply to all of the measures 
listed in the Impacts column that is identified in the description of changes. 
 
This document should allow the reader to identify the exact location of each change by reading from left to right across the columns. 
 
 
 
 
Bookmarks have been added to assist with navigating the Release Notes 
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Acute Myocardial Infarction (AMI) – Data Dictionary 
Pre-Arrival LDL-Cholesterol Value 
Data Dictionary Alphabetical Data 

Dictionary 
 
Measures: 
AMI-T1a 
AMI-T2 

Correct a typographical 
error 

Exclusion Bullet: 
Change 
LDL (very low density lipoprotein) 
To  
VLDL (very low density lipoprotein) 
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Appendices 
Appendix A Table 2.2  Left 

Ventricular Assistive 
Device (LVAD) and 
Heart Transplant 

The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

Add code to table: 
37.60 Implantation or insertion of biventricular external heart assist     

System 
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
37.52 Implantation of total internal biventricular heart replacement 
              system 
37.53 Replacement or repair of thoracic unit of (total) replacement heart 
              system 
37.54 Replacement or repair of other implantable component of (total) 
              replacement heart system 
37.62     Insertion of temporary non-implantable extracorporeal circulatory 

assist device 
37.64 Removal of external heart assist system(s) or device(s) 
37.65 Implant of single ventricular (extracorporeal) external heart assist 
              system 

Appendix A-3 

Appendix A Table 3.1 Pneumonia 
(PN)  

The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

Add code to table: 
482.42 Methicillin resistant pneumonia due to Staphylococcus aureus 
 
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
482.41 Methicillin susceptible pneumonia due to Staphylococcus aureus 
 

Appendix A-4 

Appendix A Table 3.2 Septicemia The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

Add code to table: 
038.12 Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus septicemia 
 
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
038.11 Methicillin susceptible Staphylococcus aureus septicemia 

Appendix A-4 

Appendix A Table 3.2 Septicemia 
 

Spelling and format 
corrections 

Change ICD-9-CM code shortened description to: 
038.41 ”H. INFLUENAE  SEPTICEMIA”  
 

Appendix A-4 

Appendix A Table 5.01 Coronary 
Artery Bypass Graft 
(CABG) 
 

Spelling and format 
corrections 

Change ICD-9-CM code shortened description to: 
36.11  “AORTOCOR BYPAS-1 COR ART”  
36.12  “AORTOCOR BYPAS-2 COR ART” 
36.13  “AORTOCOR BYPAS-3 COR ART”  
36.14  “AORTCOR BYPAS-4+ COR ART”  

Appendix A-27 
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Appendix A Table 5.03 Colon 
Surgery 

The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

Add code to table: 
48.50  Abdominoperineal resection of the rectum, not otherwise specified  
 
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
45.71  Open and other multiple segmental resection of large intestine  
45.72  Open and other cecectomy  
45.73  Open and other right hemicolectomy  
45.74  Open and other resection of transverse colon  
45.75  Open and other left hemicolectomy  
45.76  Open and other sigmoidectomy  
45.79 Other and unspecified partial excision of large intestine 
 
Delete 
45.8 Total intra-abdominal colectomy 
48.5 Abdominoperineal resection of rectum 
 

Appendix A-29 

Appendix A Table 5.08 Vascular 
Surgery 

Spelling and format 
corrections 

Change ICD-9-CM code shortened description to: 
38.44  “RESECT ABDM AORTA W REPL”  

Appendix A-30 

Appendix A Table 5.09 Infection The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

Add code to table: 
038.12  Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus septicemia  
041.12  Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus in conditions classified
             elsewhere and of unspecified site  
482.42  Methicillin resistant pneumonia due to Staphylococcus aureus  
997.31  Ventilator associated pneumonia  
 
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
038.11 Methicillin susceptible Staphylococcus aureus septicemia  
041.11 Methicillin susceptible Staphylococcus aureus septicemia 
482.41 Methicillin susceptible pneumonia due to Staphylococcus aureus 
 

Appendix A-31 

Appendix A Table 5.10 Major 
Surgery 

Spelling and format 
corrections 

Change ICD-9-CM code shortened description to: 
00.85 “RESRF HIP,TOTAL-ACET/FEM” there needs to be a space  
          between “HIP,” and “TOTAL”  
00.86 “RESRF HIP,PART-FEM HEAD” there needs to be a space  
          between “HIP,” and “PART”  
00.87 “RESRF HIP,PART-ACET/FEM” there needs to be a space  

Appendix A-45 
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          between “HIP,” and “PART”  
34.89 “DIAPHRAGM OPERATION NEC 

Appendix A Table 5.10 Major 
Surgery 

The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

Add code to table: 
37.36   Excision or destruction of left atrial appendage (LAA)  
37.55   Removal of internal biventricular heart replacement system  
37.60 Implantation or insertion of biventricular external heart assist   
            system  
45.82   Open total intra-abdominal colectomy   
45.83 Other and unspecified total intra-abdominal colectomy  
48.50   Abdominoperineal resection of the rectum, not otherwise specified  
48.52   Open abdominoperineal resection of the rectum  
48.59   Other abdominoperineal resection of the rectum  
53.72   Other and open repair of diaphragmatic hernia, abdominal approach 
53.75 Repair of diaphragmatic hernia, abdominal approach, not otherwise 
            specified  
53.84 Other and open repair of diaphragmatic hernia, with thoracic  
            approach  
  
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
37.52   Implantation of total internal biventricular heart replacement system 
37.53 Replacement or repair of thoracic unit of (total) replacement heart  
            system 
37.54 Replacement or repair of other implantable component of (total) 
             replacement heart system  
37.62    Insertion of temporary non-implantable extracorporeal circulatory 
            assist device 
37.64   Removal of external heart assist system(s) or device(s) 
45.71   Open and other multiple segmental resection of large intestine  
45.72   Open and other cecectomy  
45.73   Open and other right hemicolectomy  
45.74   Open and other resection of transverse colon  
45.75   Open and other left hemicolectomy  
45.76   Open and other sigmoidectomy  
45.79  Other and unspecified partial excision of large intestine 
 
 
 
Delete 
45.8      Total intra-abdominal colectomy 

Appendix A-45 
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48.5     Abdominoperineal resection of rectum 
53.7     Repair of diaphragmatic hernia, abdominal approach 

Appendix A Table 5.11 Cardiac 
Surgery 

Spelling and format 
corrections 

Change ICD-9-CM code shortened description to: 
35.12  “OPN MITRAL VALVULOPLASTY”  
35.21  “REPLACE AORT VALV-TISSUE”  
35.22  “REPLACE AORTIC VALVE NEC”  
35.23  “REPLACE MITR VALV-TISSUE”  
35.27  “REPLACE TRIC VALV-TISSUE”  
36.11  “AORTOCOR BYPAS-1 COR ART”  
36.12  “AORTOCOR BYPAS-2 COR ART”  
36.13  “AORTOCOR BYPAS-3 COR ART”  
36.14  “AORTCOR BYPAS-4+ COR ART”  
36.39  “OTH HEART REVASCULAR”  
 

Appendix A-53

Appendix A Table 5.11 Cardiac 
Surgery 

The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

Add code to table: 
37.36  Excision or destruction of left atrial appendage (LAA)  
37.55  Removal of internal biventricular heart replacement system  
37.60 Implantation or insertion of biventricular external heart assist system 
 
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
37.52   Implantation of total internal biventricular heart replacement system 
37.53   Replacement or repair of thoracic unit of (total) replacement heart  
            system 
37.54   Replacement or repair of other implantable component of (total) 
             replacement heart system  
37.62    Insertion of temporary non-implantable extracorporeal circulatory 
             assist device 
37.64   Removal of external heart assist system(s) or device(s) 
 

Appendix A-53

Appendix A Table 5.12 Colorectal 
Surgery 

Spelling and format 
corrections 

Change ICD-9-CM code shortened description to: 
46.04   “RESECT EXT SEG LG BOWEL” 
48.12   “PROCTOSTOMY”  
 

Appendix A-55 

Appendix A Table 5.12 Colorectal 
Surgery 

The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 

Add code to table: 
48.50   Abdominoperineal resection of the rectum, not otherwise specified  
 
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
45.71  Open and other multiple segmental resection of large intestine  

Appendix A-55 
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descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

45.72  Open and other cecectomy  
45.73  Open and other right hemicolectomy  
45.74  Open and other resection of transverse colon  
45.75  Open and other left hemicolectomy  
45.76  Open and other sigmoidectomy  
45.79  Other and unspecified partial excision of large intestine 
 
Delete 
45.8  Total intra-abdominal colectomy 
48.5  Abdominoperineal resection of rectum 
 

Appendix A Table 5.19 General 
Surgery 

The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 
 

Add code to table: 
45.82   Open total intra-abdominal colectomy   
45.83 Other and unspecified total intra-abdominal colectomy  
48.50   Abdominoperineal resection of the rectum, not otherwise specified 
48.52   Open abdominoperineal resection of the rectum  
48.59   Other abdominoperineal resection of the rectum  
53.72   Other and open repair of diaphragmatic hernia, abdominal approach 
53.75   Repair of diaphragmatic hernia, abdominal approach, not otherwise 
            specified  
53.84   Other and open repair of diaphragmatic hernia, with thoracic 
            approach  
 
Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
45.71  Open and other multiple segmental resection of large intestine  
45.72  Open and other cecectomy  
45.73  Open and other right hemicolectomy  
45.74  Open and other resection of transverse colon  
45.75  Open and other left hemicolectomy  
45.76  Open and other sigmoidectomy  
45.79  Other and unspecified partial excision of large intestine 
 
 
Delete 
45.8  Total intra-abdominal colectomy 
48.5 Abdominoperineal resection of rectum 
53.7 Repair of diaphragmatic hernia, abdominal approach 
 
 

Appendix A-69 
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Appendix A Table 5.22 Elective Hip 
Replacement 

Spelling and format 
corrections 

Change ICD-9-CM code shortened description to: 
00.85 “RESRF HIP,TOTAL-ACET/FEM” there needs to be a space  
          between “HIP,” and “TOTAL”  
00.86 “RESRF HIP,PART-FEM HEAD” there needs to be a space 
          between “HIP,” and “PART”  
00.87 “RESRF HIP,PART-ACET/FEM” there needs to be a space 
           between “HIP,” and “PART”  
81.53 REVISE HIP REPLACEMT NOS”  

Appendix A-75 

Appendix A Table 5.23 Elective 
Total Knee 
Replacement 

Spelling and format 
corrections 

Change ICD-9-CM code shortened description to: 
81.55 “REVISE KNEE REPLACE NOS” in the shortened description. 

Appendix A-75 

Appendix A Table 5.25 Other Major 
Surgery 

The ICD-9-CM 
Coordination and 
Maintenance Committee 
has released  tables of new 
codes and updated 
descriptions of some codes 
effective 10-1-2008. 

Change ICD-9-CM code description to: 
37.52   Implantation of total internal biventricular heart replacement system 
37.53 Replacement or repair of thoracic unit of (total) replacement heart 
            system 
37.54 Replacement or repair of other implantable component of (total)  

replacement heart system 
37.62    Insertion of temporary non-implantable extracorporeal circulatory 
             assist device 
37.64    Removal of external heart assist system(s) or device(s) 
 
Delete 
53.7 Repair of diaphragmatic hernia, abdominal approach 
 

Appendix A-76 
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